ITALO-SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT     119
King of Italy, the undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Marquis Maffei the assurances of his most distinguished consideration.
Madrid, the fourth of May, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven.
(Signed) Moret. For copy true to the original: Madrid, May 8, 1887.
L. S.           Maffei.
Italian reply to Spanish Note.   Madrid, May 4, 1887. Royal Legation of Italy.
Madrid, May 4, 1887.
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Italy, has received the Note which His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain has done him the honor to address to him under today's date, and he is authorized to respond thereto in the following terms:
The Government of the King gives its assent to the provisions enunciated in the aforesaid Note and pledges itself to reciprocity.
At the same time, it reserves to itself to examine, in full agreement with the Governments of Their Majesties the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, and the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, whether and to what extent there may be need, according to circumstances, to enter into further concert with the Cabinet of Madrid in order the better to assure the purpose which it too has in view.
In the meantime, the Government of His Majesty takes note of the abovementioned communication and regards the secret agreement established by the present exchange of Notes as entering into force from today, and for a period of four years.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to